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DHANAKRIT LAORSUWAN : THE STUDY OF RELIGIOUS BELIEFS OF
DVARAVATI COMMUNITIES IN THE MAE-KLONG AND THA-CHIN BASIN : CASE STUDY OF
CLAY VOTIVE TABLETS. THESIS ADVISORS : ASST. PROF. MAYUREE VEERAPRASERT, PROF.

PHASOOK INDRAWOOTH, Ph.D. 165 pp. ISBN 974-464-001-4

This thesis is intended to study votive tablets of Dvaravati period which wete found from the area
of Mae-klong and Tha-Chin Basin. These votive tablets were excavated and kept in national museums and
private collections. This study also aims to interpret the religious beliefs of the'ancient community in this area
during the prosperity of Dvaravati period (7-11 century A.D.)

Votive tablets in this area can be divided into 5 groups; group 1. votive tablets showing single
Buddha, group 2. votive tablets showing Buddha and stupas, group 3. votive tablets showing Buddha and
attendants, group 4. votive tablets showing multiple Buddha and group 5.votive tablets showing Others.

From the studying, these 5 groups of votive tablets could be dated for 2 periods. The first period
of votive tablets was influenced by the Amaravati, Gupta and Post-Gupta style around 7-9 century A.D. The
style of first period of votive tablets was related to those found in‘the Southern Peninsular and Dvaravati votive
tablets found in the Northeastern Thailand. The second period of votive tablets was influenced by the Pala style
around 10-11 century A.D." The style of second period votive tablets was related to those found in Burma and
Haripunjaya in the Northern Thailand.

The results of study found that these votive tablets were made by the Theravada and Mahayana
Nikaya beliefs in order to make merits and to renew Buddhism. Some votive tablets were made as the identity
of the area based on the both Nikaya of Buddhism. Some votive tablets indicate the imposition of Mahayana
beliefs in the Theravada beliefs. Those votive tablets are the evidence that the ancient communities during
Dvaravati period in this Basin believed in Buddhism in both branches and sometime these was the mixture
beliefs of these branches. It also indicated the relationship of Buddhist beliefs with neighbouring regions in
Thailand and neighbouring countries in contemporary period. However, the Theravada Nikaya was the

dominant belief in the ancient Dvaravati community, even though the progress of these two branches was found.

Department of Archaeology Graduate School, Silpakorn University Academic Year 2003
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